


2 The Slaters of Rhode Island and
the Rise and Fall of American
Textiles GRAY FITZSIMONS
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Many New England families have played prominent roles in the rise and fall of American

textile manufacturing. Few, however, possessed the longevity of Samuel Slater, his brother

John, and their descendants, or matched the influence the Slaters wielded in shaping the na­

tion's factory system. In fact, English-born Samuel S!ater(I'/68-1835) has long been acclaimed

as the industry's founder and el'en the "father of American manufactnrers." 111e success of

his waterpowered ">llml-,pinnin~milL built in lale

eighteenth_centu!")' PawtucKet. Rh,K1e l'land, has k~1

'0"'" to declare the Illad,tone Valley as the "birth·
pla<'" of America's Industrial R..nllulion,- Scholars

haYe highlighted Slater's imp","si\'{' m<..,han;"al skills.

a. well a. hi. important managerial and leadership

"lie in the rise of lhe n"ti"n:- facton' .y.tem, Far 1,,,,.
aUenti"n. how,,",'''''' ha, I",en ['<~id to th" I"ter g"nera­
ti",,-, ofSlater; who carried on the te,tile mterprisc.

initiated by S""H,e1 Slater and hi. Rhode Island part·

ners Almy and Brown.

O''Cr the y..,ars, the Slale'" '''''I,.,nded to "ha<lgiIlg

textile tedlllolo,';Y' market, and ]"hor mlldilion. ill a

variety ofwa,,>, r"'Ill ll!O<l""ni',illg their factorie' a",l
eorpo,-ale mga<lizalions, to fiercdy ""i,ting Itnioni_

""liUlI, an<1 !iu"lly 10 shiftin~ their opeml""" 10 lhe

S",uth. As a ""ult, their eompanie' """"inc<l consis­
tenlly profitah,,", llw.sc retnrns. along with other SlK~

c"",f,,1 inn";lmenl', add""lto the fami],', c<,."ider­

able weallh. s.,,'cml Slalers en!l"getl in philanth",p;

and nne gainc<l a national reputation fur aiding lhe

J'rcronten of the Soulh, lIy examining their ea"'e"',

OIle may di""'''' the bmader pallern, or the r"Kim,"

textile industry, encompassing ilS ri.. anll <1e..,li"" in

ninetttntl1~ anlll w"nlieth-e"IllLL'y No" Englaml.

The Slaten in Pawtucket
11", ,,",t, of tho Sl"l,'c te,tile lIyn"sty, tirst p1amc<l

in P"wtll<;ket, Rhode Isl"nd, ill 1790, may be lr"e,'{)

to Derbyshire ill the rugg<.'d East Millla<lds of En_

gland. Encompassing the 1)trW,-'lll Vallt)', lhis ,,-;:ion

emorgc'{) in lhe t770' a, the eon"'r of n><,,,honizcd

mtl<,., y",n produ"ti"n, 11 was here thot Richard Ali<·

wright, backc<l by Cal'ilali'l and h",i""y maker Je­

didiah Slrult, <1e,,,,l,,pe<lthe first ,ucce"ful ''';It,,,..

po,,,,,red spinning f"'me. Empl",'ing familie' and

child ,,,,Ike,, I" lend Arkwright:, mechanir.ed frames,

Stnott huilt " number of mills in the Del'''...nt Vallty,

"ne "I'which wa, in the "illag<> of Bclper, ncar S.,mud
Slaler\ l>irtbph=. Slater\ father, lIIilIiam, a ttHam

farmer of n,,>d..l mean'. !i,'c<l with his wife. Eli",,·

belh FOX Sblec, in" ,man c<)ttage. Therc. they raisc<l

lhree daughters and fi,'o son,,' The sccoond-youngest

of th" $Ons, SamLLel. "",nt \0 work in Jetlidiah Strutts

Milford cotton mill. ne~r lhe Sbtec farmstead. whl'n

be was a"Hllldthc agcofthirtem. Slater was soot! ap-

prenlie<od to Stntt\. Hi' fat!K'rs death in 1;82 rt'l]uired

\ha, S,unucl ,ig" h;,;ol"" indenture P"I"''-', and oc he'­

gan his formal apprcnticeship under Strlttt in Janu­

aI')' 178J,'

'lite sc,wal y"a", that Slaler 'I>cnl "l Slrull', mill

shol>e<1 him profoundly. He gained im'alLLable In"­

chanK'al skills while \\urking with the most advancc<l

te,tile techn<>logy' of that l'ra, th" Arkwright ",al"r

frame. But perhaps "\'en more imt'mlanl w", hi, e-,­

posure to tlte faelOr.,' managemenl '1,,<1 paternalist;"

p'''''lie,,-, of Jet!Kliah Strutt. As a pmprieto', Sl.n,ll

"mghtlO limit ""mpetilion l:w Kc'Cping hi' machinery

"nt! manufacturing knowledge proprictmy, trusting

only' famil)' and close associates to run hi' manufac­
turing intere,ts. For his work fOl'<e, Slrutt employed

f"milie, and child,."", including sonte hound labur,

though the majorit)' of his w"Iker.; we'" wagl~eanlen;.

Whil,' Slrull '>penlle'<l " faetory I"r 1m,;",,}' p,,>due_

tKm, he contral1e<l o.,t some of his manufacturitlg,

leasing his patented stocking f.....mes 10 local artisans
who produced hosieI')' goods in thcir homes or small

work,hops." The prcparatory machille'S and spinning

fr"mc'S th"t produQ~1 Strutts ),arn operated conlinu­

"",I,· and th<>rc!ore T'C<J"ired an unpl't'Cedented Icn'l
of w"rk,'r di.",ipline and ",utine. This stritlgel11 e'On­

trol (l\'Cl his woIkers. as II'dl a, the' reg;me<lled nalure

of he,wil)' nll'Chanizt'll producti"". 1:'''''' rise to su~pi­

cion and IllISlilil)'t"ward lhe raelo'y.

~<,r Slrull, h"we\1". the fad"r)' ,)'stem offered not

""Iv the ""po..t"nitv ofadding to his personal wealth,
bUl "1,,, the mean, "f uplifting tfle economic and

nto,,1 well-king of hi" ,'i1la~e",. 'n, lhis en<!, be paid

rclali,'e1y high wag"", 'I>oo.",,,,d ,·illa~o_wide fet"" for
which he prll\'idcd copious amouuts oflOOd aud drink,

built l'Ollag!'s fo.. his wurke,." ,,,,J e,l"bli,hed ehal'd<

Wilh Sunda)' Scl"H~S to cod",,"te his ""Ike" in ,kills
such as ",ading and arililmetie, a, ,,,,,n a, le""hing

lhem lh. PI'lll""!>,,,t faith. In return, he denmooc'{)

loyal!.", lh,ift, teml",mn<..,. and hard work. Strutt.nd
his 'n'e"""'''' <ull~rctI kw mi«:",,,nt,, Ecring chikt

"",ke'" were wrhally or physieally puni.,h",l. ",hil"

adultlr"nsgre,<,," often ,,-ere fi",,1 from tb~ hcto!")

and easl oul "f the e"U"ge.'

Throtl~I")LLl his app",nlicc<hip, ~\mucl Sialer ab­

",rl><.'{) the myri;ld 1"-",,,,., of hi., f.1"tO!")' mastcc, "'ho

r't''''arde<1 Siale' for his diligene<: aod abiliti<'s by mak-



ing the yOllngappn"'li,-",,, fael<>I")' ,"'e=r. fI"tbe li",e
he obtained bis majority. he sUl"',vi",-.:I n.!d",,,ical reo

pairs, Yet, 'l,il'ing ror,"'en l:1"catt't 0pfX!rlunil)', Slat"r
learru....lofa reward offered by Philadelphia m,nufae­

tlln..,., for a nK'Chanlc l'apablc of intl"lK!u"ing Ellgli,h
spinning tc'thnology into the dty" le.<lile ,,,,,k,h(~,,­

Undnunted b)'the British go,,,rnm,,,ns restritli,,,,. un
tl><: ex)~ ...t of machines and the o"erscas migration or
,kil"-"-I ",<,,,hani,,,, he <I,,,,i<1,,\ to lea", England and
"'.... whal he ""ulti make "fhimsdf in Am"rica. S\al'"
kept his I~"ns a se,."rul. ,.,t ,,"ly to a,oi<1 apprehension
a, an ilk,!:al emigrant. hnl also ti""inl; that his depnr­
!lire \\'oulti upset his ra",il)'. He "ml'll'ke<1 "I",n his
''O)",ge across the Atlantic w;lh only a f,~,' posS<.>S.<ions.

".'".""" '" muo' Slot" ."""d
","",m'" "pt"'0«1O '"

,<,hb"ndo",., '" h;, ••"""
o.,by<h,,", 'ns!.nd. p'''''''
h,,;mm'g<>t"" '0 'h< u"",
'''''' C'"'''''1''' ".", Md',
'ow,"'.....'

ineluding the indenl"'f paller<; th"t wo,,\d "ttest to his
skill" Slal"r saill'd I'm", I.o",k", ill Scpt"mber 17~9

and ,,,il'M itt New York ne"d,'"""n wc",k< lat.'r. He
woukl nc,,,, rclorn 10 his natil.., land.'

Soon "fte, his arrinl i" New Y"rk, Slater nhlai",'<1
emplo)'ment i" a "",enlly est"hli,hc...1j<:nny-sp;nn;ng
wo",sh<>p on ,'e)'sty Sl'''''\. 'Il,;, ente,pri.", was cn"le
bj' hi, "alldards, and ollcn.'<llinlt entouragl'Illellt fur
imp""""",,,n!. II)' ch"ll('C, he learned from a Rhooe Is­
land .<hip t"pt"in that P""'~\enc" n",rchant ~Ioscs

Bmwn. in I'arln<:"hip with William AI",)'_ was ron­
Slrll<:ling a ",,,,,hani,c,,1 ,pinning mill at a wale,!"'""""
sitt in PawlIH:ket. \\'lml",'"r notion Slattl' ma), ha,..,

had of going to Philadelphia re<:'.Jc,,1. and in,tead he

began a rorn:"ponderu.,e wilh llrown, HavinK "fl" ....d
hi, s""'i,,,, 10 Ihc Quaker "'crchant "",J b<...... " "He",,1
ajoh, Slale.. sailed Mrth 10 Rh<Jde Island in January
I~(), "ll,e y'KL<'g Engli"h"'an ",el Brown in Pnwi­
d"n"" and lh"n j<,urneyc.J Wilh him to the "illagl' or
Pawtuck<1, whe,,' he found a ,,,,all hutth,i,'inK indus­
trial hamlet uf ",,-eml hundreUl>ropk Nestled alung
lhe ,i,-e, were a lIumlx'r or mills lila! pl"lK!uc,x! thor

and ,null: along with a dOlhier ,,'>rhh,~, and Ihn."
fulling milk The ,'illage ,,100 mntained lwo fn!);C." a
nail ,"'>th, ,'aci<)l.l, arlisans "",hh,~", al lea,,1 two
t,,,,,,,n,, and 'o"'e t"",nl, 0' Ihirty l1<,u"".'

When takcn t" e,,,mine th" doth;", ""rl<,hop and
its spinning frames. Sk\t('r was IInimpre'-'\<.J. Mo.,\<"
Brown Mted Ihat Slaler -dl'Chned doing "nything
with thcm and proposl"J making a Nc'w One, U,ing
such parIs as thc, Old would answer,-; De.<pite hi, ini­
lial disdain, Slall'r inllllc-.:liall·ly Stt 10 work rdilsh;,,,,­

illl; the exi,ti"g water f,.."n"" and P'l'J"ln'tory ma­
chinef)'. Skilled Pawtutket metal- and lI'oodworl;in$
a'ii...n, ai,k,,1 him, and h)' \tareh 1790, the mill 1''''­

duc'1.x! its tirst walerpo""red, ",achine"plln c",tton
y"rn. otkrcd a l",rtnership ",itb William I\ll",' and
Smitb Brown. Slatt, a('('Cpt,,,J and "",tin"ed ,,,,ec·
seeing the c.'I>an,ion IIfthe Pawtucket mill," M)' the

tnd of the )'ear, Sialel', utilizing his c.'l"'l'ic""" with
Sl'Ull in England-along Wilh local artisan Syh"nu,
llmwn and iwnma'te' Odd Wilki"",,,,-buill addi­
tional A,kw,il;lll maehine,)', indudilll: a new rramc,

,,,,d Plll lhem intn ojll'mlilln. \t,,,t or tl., prl1 Sl'un
at Pawtucket dncing the _ady yean; ,n, ~"l b)' Ah",'
and M",wn til their """'.<hop' in Provideoce, where

hand·kJom ""a,,,,, produced a ''l\riel)' of finished rot­
ton doth good,..

Slater's repmation as a scrious-mi..oc"I, ha"\""'''''
ing, and able manager quickly grew. Standing jll.<t

""" six f""t in height and weighing more than 200
pounds, SI"ltr was an imposing figure. Hi, partner­
ship in Almy and Brown tnhan('('11 his financial ,ta­
ilL< in Pawtll<:kel, a"d he oemtllled hi, ti,,,, IU the "il­

lagl' ill late 1791 wl",n the Enl:lisb ('migl"<' mar,il'<l
Han""h Wilkin",,,, lhe se','''nt""n-yea,-ok! daugh­
ler ofQuaker irollmaster Chid Wilkin",n, n", ",uplc
,.,t up a household in an IInassuming. t"",-,Io"y !:>rick
dwelling a short dista,K'C from the ",ill He",. Hannah
wOLLld gi,,, bi,th til ei~llt ehikl ....n...

Slater', ma,riage 10 Hannah Wilkin",m did "ot

1,'''-''''' hi, int""", de\'Ot~", 10 hi, dulit" althe mill. In

fact, o"c, til<' 'l<'.,t tw" }"ar<;, he beca"'e e"er m"n, in­
""",,,J, as Ill' and his partne" aget'l,II" I",ikl an en­

ti,d)'n"w"."ltrpowered mill ""tfitt,...\ with Arlcwrighl
1',.."""",, bter t'alkd the -Old Mill: this two and one'
ball' story, ",oo<l-t'rame fact'lI")', measurinl; just 26 by
40 fe<'l-small COml~\n"I,o ElIgli.sh mill'_IlI"',,,,,1 in
17~):l." lldng abl" 10 pl'o<lu,,, mo1"c ",,,ton "arn al the

"t~" i,'t'lo,)' mill shored up till' fledgling firm's finan­
t'ial ,t1"cngth. As 11,,-, llilrlnt',-,;hip wa.< Ix'tllming known

for its yal'llpt"Otlll<:I""', a glut "fdll'ap, iml"'l'ttd Brit­
ish doth fh~leti AmerH:an lllarl<t'l' and t'ausex! nu­
merr"" ""a,'i"g shill" ill p",,,i<knee a"d eL'\<'whe1"c
tl> <ok"",. lIy 179o, the Quake" "",rchallt, allilIldllJ\td
doth pn~illeli"" alt<lgNIK", " ..n.."ntmling-ln g1"cat
ad"antage-in the manul",t"'e and ,ale "rt'Ott",'

)"",,"

In the early years of til<' ",ill', npc""t;nn, Slah'r

hi'c,,1 child """",rs fn,m pour as ",ell as arli"lll tilmi­
li()s, and 1>0)' al'l'Ft'Illit'cs. F,,, s<,ml' mall- ",,,rIce''''. the
.,kills lht".-I<:""'ed at Slate," mill ellablc-.:llh"1\\ I" b,,­

",>ilK' in",nli,,,, m,,,,ha,,;"". "''''I"S<'t~ or "~'"1\ fad""
0""""". Man)' oth"" tllil...1ill hanhhip. in IIl11K'a",bh
ol'l'"",i,,, ("()ndili"n', with little "1')~lrtuIlil)' for ad­
,'«n"""'ent, '11", mill\ appl't'nti..,<:S, in I'"tic~,\a" ,~,­

jet:l<.'d to I;,ctor)' ",ork, and Slaler ",,-,n haltt...\ th"i,'
"",plu)""'ell1, findi"g tl", ~~ enstl}" «nd llndep()ntl_
able. Inskad, he turned int'rea,ingl,' to child laooc,
'Iypieall.", Slater nl'goliatt'<! lile t~rms of emplo)"ment
",itb the huuselwkl head after the ehild had enkred

the miil. M",t nf the ebild ,"'rke'" ""I'e 1><:1 "',c'n llll'
ages of"",Tn and fift""n. and tht;r pay. amounting to
three '"1',." shillinxs JlI'1' wt'<:k (about SO.+tJ to SU,7U).
w,,, about "ne·fifth that paid to adult "'Orke,,. '11,,'i,

wag"s were paid to lh_pan.>nt whll. in lu",. oftcn "'''
empl""",1 in th~ "ilIag<'. ~m", slIeh p"ren!.> "",ked for
Slater din.'ttly."

Dank and diml)" lit in wi"Ier, hot and hu",id in
SUIlllller, the da",or"".' r"cwl'" was a dirty amt o<:<,a·
,ionall}"dHtlgeroos w""'p1ace. [luring I"'ak "1'"",lion,
-,,,uall)' in the 'I'cing, ,,,mmer. on,\ ,'ark fall_Slater
<>1"'''''le,1 Ih" mill .,i. da,~ a wcek. t'l\Irtt'Cn ;u,t! e"",
up to si,I,'...n h",lI"'; a day. Yt1 lhe n.'!Iulacil)' of h,.""
p"~\lIcli"",anti "",,,il;hl Ib,,1 characleri""ltl", fae­

t"f)'latcr in the ninett'Cnth etnt",y were Clot in place



at Slater's mill in the e,'''y """,. Where Ihey exi'ted,

wor\< ",les " .." ..' often infoemal. 'Illd work 'toPl~'!''-''''

due eitl....e to ml'Ch.ni<;"l p",hle'''' or lack of rail' ma­

terials. were common, Within Slatec', lifetime, how­

ewr, lhe," conditi"n.< ch'lIl~e~t le' wur\<crs' l"sh ""­
came "K,re 'I,,-'Cializeod ,,,,d repditin" Ihe wol"k day

was mure n'l:ulat~d. and m~nagerial control in tI....
workplacc was mon' c.••eling. 1\' • ",,,,h. th,· dis·

lance separating lhe mill m.n~gcr and lhe mill h"nd

became Ic,;s e.sily bridged,"

"""M,LL K,,""k ~t<,Tho"., wood..

~".. M'LL ....' ,.. bott"'t""., 'hon

who";t w" '" "II ,,""od;"" " tho

.,0«>'ol ,""",,,;,] ~""'" "",.".

',"w..d, 'ho '.w'""", ,.lJ.w"..,""'t

"..;>"'""", "'It~ ",Uk,'"" """

'''''''y>.•n' ....~t.ol m>< h;", ,,.,,..

.1I ''''''''''on l><;o8'ns tho",,,, "I'""'~

......,.'h"""".i< Th< "',"',..,.."

.~o'" of 1htII.", M'" ~""'''' "'"

'" '''''"'"" "" """""ll H,,,,"~ ''''
.1 <ow< .;"to" to .. ,,'''n<' t "" """ ".
,pl.nlo& ",II' th" hod boo" ,n 'p".toon

f« oY<' ''''''''''' ...... _'''II.
m",,"m, John H, ",.1..",,,"'ten<I,m

''''~. ~HCIN"""", .." "",,,.

The work foree in Sialer, mills i'lClmbl not onl}'

child",n and a<l"lts from poor rllral ramilies. bLlt also

a number of l"\lng male, rmm the mj,i<lle c1 ..,scs,

Typicall)', Ih,,,", OO)'s entere,l the faclm'}' wilh Ihe aim

af gaining the ,kill, t" bee","" maehini'l', mana!,,,,"'.

a"d ""'ell mill "wners. Fnr e'ample, James Tin,,,,)', a

rural n\C'rehanl in Soulh Brimtield. Massachusetts.

lJc-eame "c-quaintt'il \\'ith Sbter "nd. ,lesiring Ihal

hi, t\\'o son" Lyman and Bela, learn Ihe 'e.'lile busi­
ness, placed them in Ibe Pa«'n,eket mill. Bela Tiffany

a,kan=! to the position of m'er"",,, at\d i" the ~a,h

lR10s joitle-J Siale, a> a paclne'r in a mill in ~Ia><"chu_

sells. ,,'hile .Iill in his twenties." Otl........ '''ch '" Eli·
.,ha Wale", ha,'ing learned ",tt"" manufacturing "t

lhe PawtlK:kel mills. ered~-d Iheir own f"etol'1es "ne!

~,,"'petee! wilh Aim)' and Br<lwn,~

In its early ,,,ea,,, ~l;,ler" mills e!n~'- upon Paw·

lueket and it!; em'in",s fuT their factol")' labor fon'C'.

(ke, time. howe'"" they found it ine",,,,ingl)' lliJlicult

to "",n.it I"",al "",ideo<\l' a<\d in,tead h<'lIan hiring a

growing number "nandle.., IXX" familie, from o"tl,"

ing nlral arcas and from scalx,r1s ill Rlxxl" 1<1<",d amI

"'as<aehuseus. With few "lheech"ic"",. many ofthcs<­

alll!>i"ale'lll c"'plu~l.'" -"iewed f""lm-y life as llnhC'allhy

and finand"I!)' un",,,'arding, while othe,.. ech,,.,.-t Jef_

frn;onian ""'lCcm, ",,,r lhe rreedom_d,,,,tn)\'inl\ <1<.­
pendency thai fadory \\""1:" labor app.:"red I" engen­
der. Pcriodically. len"ions ,urlaced helm",n Samuel

Sialer and the head.1 ofh,",;.ehold who had cont,.acted

Wilh him 10 emplo)' lheir children. Di,pute, Q\W wage

rale, ane! tinwline<-' of l",)'ment" as well a, ehal·

leng.. to lh~ fact",.., ",,,ster's authoril)', a""" ,,,,t

only al Slaler" mill, hut al "tl....r mills in the r<'giun."

O""pite the ethni" (white and lo'l\el)' of English ,,,i­

gin) and religious (primarily Protestant) hmll<>ge'...._

it}' or the fador)' commlLllitic" and e!espile shan,1

social "a lues that empha,ized def"renee and palri.

a",hal a",bori')'. widenlng t'",!lline.. bel,wC'n wol"k·

e" and nmnagcTS-espccially connecled to social ,,,,,I

"""nomic cla", dillc",necs-cmergc'<l d",i"l: Slatee",
lifetime"

Al ""rio..., time, in Ihe 1790., Samuel Sialerfouud

him"elf at odd, wilh his merehan! pmt"e". Exa.,p"""
aled with the inade'lllate deli,..,r... nf ra"" ",al~ria],

and a lack nf ",onel" and plm'isinns rnr hi, ",orke",.

Slaler repeatedly pleaded ",ith and ehasti,....~l Aim)'

and Bruwn, ,occasional I)' th,..,atening h' eurl"il pro­

dUltion or shut down lhe mill. On lhe other hand,

AIm)' and 1I1m"n C.'I","'icnc-....J a m,'!,,,, of diflic~,1ti("in
running the financial and b...\ille.., \ide "ftlWir h<.,llie

enterpTi"", 'nlC n"ti<ms poor tca"'J>U"lation nell"'""

it, inadC<)"ale banking tadlili"". amI a lack "r "ni·
furmil\' in currency continually hindered lhe ahility

"r lhe P""'idence n....reh"nts 10 ohl"in a stead)' fhm'

"r caw ",t1on, market t!wi .. roIton !,~K><lS, a"d coll",·t
rrom their creditoTS, TI,at Siale.. ",as Ii>cu,,-,I sulel}'

Oil runni"ll the Pawt"ck"l mill and held ouly a lim·

ited parl\lc"bip in the textile firm ;mpaired his \1n_

d"",ta,,,ling nr the larger bu,il'''''' '~"'mli<m,'.N"n'T·
thelc$s. all of lhe",." ladors "",Irihut"d tIl lh" grm,'ing

friction wilhin tl.... l>artn"rship. ~

Delermine<! tn e',.pnnd his role in lhe growing Ie"

tile industry, Slaler snught h, e'tahli-h his own com·

1"\Ily, Ak,ng \\'ith lhc' Wilkin"'Ht< or Pawl\l,·ket. h,> c·s·
tat>li,I,,-,1 S. Slaler and ComlO""'Y in 1/99 andbuiil •

spinning mill on the cast ,ide o!"tho B1aekslon" Ri""r

in Rehnhuth, /l-la"",ehusctls. Wilhin t"" year>, lhe
",-<:alhl "White "'hi]" in Rehoboth began produtinl;

",Uon )"rn, l.egal aetinn 10 prohibil Slaler I'm", gain_

ing wnw"'I","-e' pridlc-~l'~ on lhe mack'lnnc sk,we-J

lhe ,nmpa""', proKn',,", and e"""",,,tc'<l the rift he_
l\\l.",n Slater, Aim)', and Brown. hnt Ihe partn"r> e",,<\_

luall>' "I'C",,,me lheir diff,'rel1ces and ~'OOrdinale'<l Ih~

int"""ts nf their ",.spe,:ti\'(', mrlll>ani...., Sueh inler_

ests includt'd the joint purehasing of raw collou and

the nniform prking of tl....ir finl,I,,-..J ,'arnS, Slatc' also

continued 10 manab'" the n,ills On lH,th siele'" of tl",

Blackstone Ri,'er and t'aeh of these cnterprises pmt~

ited handoomel)'. l'<,e Slaler, lhi. period in the carl"

1800, marh,1 hl, t'l11e'l\el1ce not ,mil' a, an a""om·

plislwd fatt",.., masl"r, bul as a s\\",-"""ful business­

man, ~1<"'-"l\-er.he<:al""' "nbc mornl initiatin.,; h~ had
championed at p'''\1uckcl, inclnding thc ,·..,ati"" or

"ne nf the nati"n'. fi,.,.t 5",,,1;,,' ""hoo]" Slatc'r gained

a n'pUlali"" a,; a ",for"",r and community leader."
Another imlHll'lnnt ",,,,nl in Sam",,1 Sialer', life'

''''L'urrcd in 1~W. when he -"'a" joined in Pawtuckel
1»' his brother John, AI", b"rn in Belper, John Slal~r

(1,76-18+:1), like Saml",l. was app",miced inth~ lkr­

hl"hi.'C mills and e,'Cntuany hts-an.... a millwright.

Ill' Ihe lime he was a "oung man, be had gaillcod ml'­
,ide",ble knowlc-dge or waterpower n"",halli,.,; and

d,iw tmin> f"r pm,'Cring t~,lik mad,inel")'. Shortl;

aftee arri"ing in Pawtucket, he jo.,ined his brother

in .'1.11\1)', Hmwn and Sialer. and h.\' ISo6, he hecanlC
a partner in lhe tirm's new mill and yilla;;e d,,\'.t,~>.

menl in t--:nr,h Smithfield, lthU<le bland. 11", rolla\\"·

ing}"ar, )nhn Sbterot'cul'ic'<l his n"idence in the n",,"

,'illage, whi"h somewhat holdl)' wa.' dlll~>ed Slat"",.
,'ille. while Samuel carric..J on a, ",anager "f the "Old

Miir in Pa\\1Hckct and the -Whi'e Mill" ill Rehohoth,

In 1~11. the cl,k'r Slater sotLglH O\"en grealer oppmtu-



!lill in New En~h,,,,[, hinterlands,j.,i"i"g f",,-,-,< wilh
Ill'la Tilrany 10 huild a wale'l",wt',,-'<I .pin"i"l: mill
in (hf"n!, Stmlh Go"" Ma,,,,dm.<elt•. Wilh capilal
""t,,illed from AIm)' and Iln,wn, the Slalcr and Tif­
fa1\)' II,ill "1"""-'<1 i" M,,)' 181~. At ahoul th" ",m" lim",
Slale, ..~d hi, .,ha'e< oflhe 'Whil" Mill" to hi. in-laws.
[{eachillg Ihe zenith of his indusnial alld commercial

I"''''''"'', Slaicr woukJ buikJ additional mills ill Dudle)'
and Oxford. conslrue! "steam-powc,,,d mill in I'I'O\'i­

d"n"", mainlain " large inlc,esl in Ihe I\n""ke"g ~'i1l

in Nl"'" H"m!"hi'e_ ,,,,d. wilh hi, hrothe', I",rch"""
cotton f"clories in e",lern C.,nt"-,-1iclll. In ad,lilKm,

Slat"r i,,,,,,sted in In",pik... that conn"ctt'd his mills
in Com1<'cticut, ROOde !oland. "ml Massachnsetts to
the m"rl<cl celltl'," oI'Wor,e",'" Pro"iden,e. and "or_
wich. Connee!icUl."

Throllgho\lt the mKI· and late 18~0s. compeliti.,n

""". Lt 0' 100 n<l.",. " ,... ,,,,...
10M ,[",,, jo;rd 5.om",1 ,"._

l~,,'" en "os. "... rldn "'01"" ,,,'
"""""' ...."n.,""""""....n<.

"""h."" "'my ,ro "OWn .n'
"'" "',bl,,"'" •"pol"'On.,
, ~>d,"."£U" on ","N'",n',

"""Mn,"""";'. 'M",", 'n
,,,,"-on. "h,", """I; n. OM'" , ...

..." of AJmr, .","'" & """" John

""""".,,,,,,. , m,U ,ro .,,,.,.
,n ","h$m"."'d, "."""'''_' on
t '" ... n<h • ;.". ,,11.0 Sl,,,,,.;]I,,

'h" .,n,S. q""""""'S"d ......
"r, ... ,. 'V" 1""""''''0'""to'
'"n;n ,,,,Un"" ""...C""""r of

,I.""M,LL, hw'''' ....1t

"n~,ng Net\' Enl':laml', te,tile maTlnr"cl",c~ intcn_
,ified as prM-'c, for ya,,' ""d dOlh fcll. Whil,' ShJt­

d, ""rM"" mill, """thcn.'<! tbi, "'-'JlM,mic ,Iorm, "
Iarl;C 1\uml"" "flinn, h",,,m,c bankrupt. Slalc, held
IIoieS for """r.1 of lh"", distn.'S,,-'<I ''''"''I",n"-'<, lea,'­
in~ him Iinancially ,"In,,rablc. Then, ill 18~9, • lina1\­
dal panic hit. and banks as well as investors called
in Iheir dcbts, Al tile age 01'61. Sh,te' r"""d Ihe most
s<~~'ro linandal ",isis of his adult iiI'". Th pal' off his
debts, Slat"r sold hi. interests in tlJc Amosk,,"g ~'ill,

the Jewett Cit), Cotton ~l"n"fa,t"ring Comp,m)' in
CnnncctK,,,t. and Ihc $l"t"",,·illc. Rhode Island. milk

In "d,liliun, Slater >old I,i••h"re .,flhe P"WllLCh-t mill
to Almy and Brown. Ihus dissol"ing their partnership
and ",,'wing hi. tics 10 Ihe factory that had ",,,de his

name kgendary.
Simer retained I'ritJCil~11.h""" in the PI'O\'iden""

Sleam C.,ltun Cumpan)' and tho mills at Central F.lls,

Rhode Island. while in M"-;sach"s,,ns he conlinued
10 mntml tile Slaler Mill. al O,rord and lJudk.", .s
wdl .s til<' factory in ncarby Wilkinson,·ille."' By 1832,
consolidalion of his im"""ts helped him rewrse his ti·
n"nei"llo",,,,._ That )"ar. he and hi, hmther "C4uiI't.~'

the holdin!>," of Aim)" ,,,~I Bn,wn in Ihc Slatc",,,illc

mill" FCO'lI"ni>.ing this concern ", Ih. S. & J. Slat<"
Comp"ny_ Slalural,", ""'<.'C,sf,,lh- pClitionc'<! lhe M",­
such"",,II, I.~i,lat\l'" to form Ih. lown,hip ofWeh,tcc
fmm p,u1' ofO,f,m) and Dudley, a n~J\-e thaI !x~iti­

call)' unillc'<! hi. thI't.'C mill ,·illa~c•. Sbte', SO", a'-

""", Mil' .... ,,,, "",'''on< It".. ',om "" ON" """

",,"1>0, 0' "."10""'P>" '..OI""t.o 'I"" M'" " p,"""'"

<ou"" r"n ,n' ,'"h ''''"''' Iy '0'«" t "'no<It".'"" r"to'r
"'""" ",..., m.""''''0''"8""""n,. 'n "", 'ho h,,"""
P"""'''1 .." r",00..1''''''~'"''''""," "'""'" m '" Ith
"",,,oft ... tu"" p«W"'" by x,I"", Sl,"" 'II. wOo ""'ihl "

''''''''' II.. " ....... , ot '" .,,,,.,,.., '''''"'"lt~, "'n" .",,'"
'l<"'""", .;..'V.'1<, N",m.,~" ••""'<V,,,



,<unlCd la'X"r rn"'" in nmninK the W~l>$t"rlInd I',o,·i·

d.n<." mills. while hi. brotfJcr John ran th~ Sl"tcrs,·jlle

Com!"",)", Sutf"ri"l1 f",,,, ""'''''' ,h"",nali.m ""d <Ii·
gt."ti,,, "illllCllu during thl, la,tlm", of hi,lif•. Sam·

nd Slat"r !>n'o"", se,iulI.l)" ill in the 'P';"lI "f 18;k'i

and died in lal" April al hi. h"m" in the bot Vi\I"lf"
of \\i.ob:st\.,.. II" lell. I<J his fi,mily an ""Iote ...timat..,]

al 1>0.'1"""" 91 000 .s'~ milli"n. Ik,VllIlthi•. he ...ft on

,.,"n l;l"atl.'f "''P9' lUI tho! man who ""tablish",l .he

first o~ful """."..,.."",,1 <.>llnn r.u:tQf)· in .he
Unit..,] Stal("$.

The SlatllU of Slat.rnille.1Jlolh h1..d
In 1801. ~ p""'ioJeno:<, am> <Urltained roo, cotlon·

..~nning m~\s, Ih fA wbich ""'" ............. ",..,.,.

troIltd b)-AI"'); 11m and st..11.'f. Oll,"I'lhe 1"IfI)C••t

~""ts..h" in<IusII)'. while11m ill iu infa...,.. ,.,.~ndod

d","""ical~- .. .-rly t..... dorm ..ddiliunal """""
r..cton.o ,,~ bu~' in tbe .....pan. A _tOIl In""" had
pipped irn'OSlorS- y~ in tM rae" ofthiJ rapid «"O""th.
Slater and his Pn..-iderla: mm:n..nt partnet'll conlin­

ued 10....,· ahead fAmaOllfaC'luro1'S- By 1810. t~·op­

"",ted about ......finb of all )flindles on the United

States... ,.",. moot important de"."lpOtltllt that bclptd

Ibm> main.hrir~ipin_tun ~'UO pnxIurtion
..... a mill t~'bu;1t in lhe northern ,uchesofSmilh­

fidd. Rhodr bIanel akq;; a tribotlll')'''''~ Bbdw....
Rn..... in lhe '~1Ia#..SIat....,'IIe.

Tbc kr)' liprc in ~ablisllin,;tM Slatcm111e mills

"'as Samuel Slat...... brother. John. Soc 1o<ls: .n.". Ms
arm;u from EnKland. John Sbt.". "'as dispaldlo:d 10

lU'thcm Rl-..Ic bland to hl'filip•• po«:ntbl fiw:o..
~·sit M,,", imp<Jrtantl,\ SblerKJu&bt out a"-.1(0"-

l""' ')'on a OIream thai not onJ,' "'odded the
......,isit.e, ""' ..flow ~nd drop in heis"t to llO"'t't' a
large mill butaIsu"'as not """"mbercd ~. indh'idnals

"no hdd title 10 " ..t.". ~II in the ,,"'t.,.h..,] abo...
the fi\ctnry site. An"" a fe,,' I\1Mths. $bt.". reponed
fa",r~' ,., a 1aJ'Xt' r-"'"" of land on the M<Jhcpn
(tat.". """"'" t", R",ndt) R;''C:r. "tlc~ ,''' stream

drtll'l""'d !lOme oW roo U'o"" ,he <.'VtI1'R ,Jt""'" mile. In
the ...m~ofl$O,i.AI"')' and /lro«" Iwl.lnhn $bIll\"

~n acquiri"llland and " ..t~r "",·ik.... along Ihis

,tre1<h of the "'...... as well .... lIristmill and ..wmill.

11)- March ofthe, fullowing j~'. the cun,panl'lwl pur­

"h_'<1 20U a""",- and J<>I", SI"ter ini,int..,] in'I'nl'''-

nlenls I" an exi,tinl( dam and undertook th. mn_

,truction IIf. I,ower canal. maohi"" ohop. and ,.>11011
fil,I""l'." Stale, al '0 btl iIt a ;;I"('Up of",ood-f,""m" t.ne­

menls for factory manal:'-"" and "urk.,-,;. In 1807, the,

,'Otton fa"tOT)" began "!'''ralron.•..,
11,., tilllil'l( of the mill's initial ,-ea", of j-..m pn,_

duction <'OO1d not h",,, 1>0."", IlI11re fi,mrab!e. '!he Ern·

ho'l" ,\ct <>f lBO, halt<:d inl"""",i"n"lt",<Ie and F;"'''

ri$c t". 1.tXt' Uemand li:x A-n,-""n-prodU<"-'<1 1,.,.­
tik... Alm,-. B"""ll, and Slaler I'C'tdil,- 50Id , ..m pRJ­

dnC'ed at Slate,willt: mill. and "ilhin a short time
John S1a1..--..-ho had rcIocated with h;, fami~'lO ,he
"illqc-oupet""i!Ied an ""P"osion of aJditi"",,1 Wa­

t"'llO"'CT"e<I.spinni"lt fra....... B,· 1813. the mill. "hich
UStod :>bout 20 f..." of ho:ad rhe.ad- ...,r.,-,; tn .he drop

of"",t.".0\'C:r a " ..t"",,·""d). coot.inod 5.17'0 .spind Ics.
lhe la'X""'t in lhe Unit<:d Sw.... ~Ioch <>f the IXJIton

)..... prudun'll at ~"bters.iIJ.,wu obipped b)'"'''P''' 10

PM~O\ .... thenrarlJr~PnMtIcnaoThrn­

pit.:. a dista".,..ofls milcs. wbid!~.~"'lISa lOur­

hourjcurt"ltJo''''
In tbe ""rlr 161OJ. ~ pofIIIlation of S1alCB­

,ille numb...... around :lOU Man)' ,,,~ in ..,.".-dcd.

a>mpaf»-built. t>\~ ..,...tcd "" a Aft'""

Ily """"Oll hillside the milL Tht- tenetnerIt5

.........."'"" 211 by 36 "'-t..nth bur families lhinr; in
~.".thed-rti,.;s. The m¥>ri\yaftl>eoo.- familics_

'more lhem John Slato.-t's-in<:bit!<I oit;bt to I "

fcmaftand males. ,,"ith ~·,.,,"&thinls ofthem .....

in,; children undct- lbe • af SC'."."cm."" Nn.~' all

af lhe'il~ " ..... afYankce stod< and ....,.. bead.;

af~. indudinr; M_ory·. Robinoon. and Can­

!Itock. had famil,. lies .... tho- ""mJUndinr; rount~"""

datillll: from lhe "'zhteenth oenIuIY.A1t~ bter in
the nindecnth cm,u~'I'",.;J!atIo:. housins aTnl¥""

menll rcfJecttd iu ...nat and ..,.,.,.,...ic hirral'l:f>l.'­

1nanar;t"'S and pmfessicmal' I,,~ in a dust.". around

the rom"""'....bile "l;IIbn Ih'ell doser lO t", factnry

and ... S11'CC'15 ""'~ I" thr ri",r-in the url)' ~,,",Q

"""'1"'0)'ma~.d<illtd """""'''Ws. and "'''''''''''"'
li''''''1nnr>ide the mil1 ..~ RenU rang<:<! from 51
•., "",at!j' 5LjU 1"-"- " ..,d,Y· A "'""","""",ructed runl­

pall)" store fo,ni>.h<'<1 fund and d,,- p><IIl< 10 tho! ,;1Illf\'

co-'!. and a C"ngrrptional Cbun:h.. boilt in '8:18 and

lQ\\'ering abm" thcrommo... "",'ell ... a ,.,Iigious.nd

....,ial """..... fur ma"~· in Ihc,,,,,nmunily.
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I" addi'ion to th,' t~xlil,' mill. John Sht~, '1''''­
;t,,-'d a fa'm. r"i,i,,<: lil'(..'o~k and ~",in<, , ""nni]].
,,,d ,gris'mill. 1'Ill' p,.,,,I,,,,li,,,, of limber and agri.

~ullUral ~oods nol o"ly pr<Wided the facto,":,' "iltage
with huildi,,!;' "'aterial, and f,~>d, h"t also ljdH "'''rk
t" nml. h."d.' "I' hE",,,,h,,kl,. wh"", &Em, and d",,!;h.
leT'; 'oik..1 ill Ihe 'pi""i"g mill, This eomhi"ali"" of

i",lu;'ry and agtiE:ulture ~n"b1,,j ,h" ,'illag~ '0 gaill
a meas"re of sdf suffidcn('y, though most of th~ "il·
],,1\"" opera'ion' rt'm"i"c~1~'kn<;,'CI)'onJ~r 'hE: n"'­
Iml "I' the C"I11I~lI1)'.

Th~ IVar OflHI2 pml'e<l highl." rli'rL1l'li\'~ '0 th~ na­
tion:, c'COnOlll)' a"d e-'a"echaled N,nking, "redi', and
elll'I'Cll<:)' pmblom,. For a hrieftim., Almy, Bmwn. and

the SI"I."" f""nd il diffieull to "dlll",i, ,,',Iile good>

orcoll""'l frum Ih"ir Il\')'~"'" As a "",,,It. John SI"t"r be·
eame" l1l()r~ aM",-"i,.., markt"r "f g,••I, I'n.lu"ell
at Slaterwillc. In lSI,5, he tr"wk.'<J t" Philadelphia 10
sell th" ,,"'''pan)'', t~,til. pn:><!"cb. At the ",~m~ time.
the Sbte..dll~ mill o'mtinu",1 ttl reap siuJ,le pm~h.

wilh ",I", a"""mlin~10 S';7';.OOQ helw""n 1811 a",1
18t5. The .Uce..."'S of thi' entetpri.,e ""der John $1:<1­
~r:' I~ade",hlp prompled Ihe Pro\'idcne~ partn('rs 10

enlarge their fad"'y, In 1811, Ihe ('Omp'''';' built Iht,
W('stern Mill, se,w,1 hund"'d f""lllpst."am from Ihe
original taeIOr)'. Atlcr" nrc d,"'truyed th~ oldrst "'-'-'.
ti"n of Ih" mill ill 11126, a n"w four-<t",y f"ct",:\" with
an impr"",,,'c ,'ent",,1 b..-ll-Iow"•. wa< ,'on<l"'ct,x1 "f
fire-rc.<i,t"nl st'H,e, '"

The "ther imp",tant dCl'el"1'1ll.,,1 at lil. Slal.,,-,;­
"ill~ mill wa. thc introdocli",' of Ihe w"lerf>E",,,,,,d
lo"m. In 1~15, J"h" and S",,1l\e! SI"I.r hmught in me·
eha,,;" William Giln~,rc, who wa, "'H1<i"g 0" a I'atia­
li"n "f Ihe Briti.,h-palenleu H(>rmch' hlIll, wbich
w"uld Pr<lYC coq"al t" lIlt' pm",r h"n "",'el"l"-'<1
around thc <:ame time at Waltham by Franei' Cahot
LOI",II and Paul Mood~·. Fo' scI'eral momhs at North
Smitbfi('ld, Gilmore, laoorcd to build hi' dnr,b1c iron·

framcxlloom, ",h;"h fcalu",d a crank-and-Ie"'r n""'h­
a"i,m for impTO"ed weft inserlion that )'idded tighter
w~",.."" a, well a, fa,t~, pkks pe' minute using Ia,ger
bobbi'" with ~n('r th]"('ads. Gilmore continued his

work at tit<' ncarh)' t ,"mao "nd Oll'enl'y mills where
wea"i,,!; wilh hi, new hlIll c"mm~oc",l in early l~lS.

Soon aft('r, the Slat..... in'tallc,1 Gil",,,,,, 10".", in Ih"ir
Slale"".ill~f;!CI",,- ;",<1, i" May of Ihe s.~"", j",,,r. Ih,,)'

,hippou the firsl "f the ""''en .hirli"gs I" Philadel·
phi". The Slat.", Ihu,••,laNi,h,,'; a fully iotegrale~1

mill al Nonh Smithfield, "Ir.:il "" a 'mallerseale thau
Ihe massil'e W"llham f",tm)'.'"

Fmm thE· ine"!'tiEm of le,tilc "'anuf"clueing at

SlalerM'ilIe, 'is "',",where in NCR Engla"d, managers
"nd "mkcr< 1,,,.....1 cycle," "fbooms a"d h"sts. Growing

TI.ogion,,1 "om]>"lili"", pre",u", fmm Brili.h imporle..1
good" pri"" tlu('t ual ion' in raw ('OlIon, tee h t"tE'>Ioj\ i,,"1

"h"ng",', alld ""r)'ing """"'h"'eial CO"I~,bilili<." "f the
TI.ogion:' le,lil,· /ifIll' all ,,""I"ih"ICd to Ihc ",latilit)·"f
tl", 1",lil~ markel. Th. h"rd~st hil docing the indus·
tn's peri,,,lic ,Inml" wen, Ih~ mill workers, and Slat­

e'l"Wil~'" wage carn"r< were no """"ptio", Fn:q\lc"tly
paid in ",rip. Slater', employ"'-" had thei' oo<1rding
charg", ami pr<J'I'isions pu",hfl.>t'd fmm the ('ompa")'

sto", s"btracte'<J from Iheir w"ges. During John Slat·

"'"" J'e"", "t Smithfield, he respouded to downturns
j",t "" "the'" did: He "ut prod''''1 io" ('O,ls by ,,,due·
i"g wages. eO''';];'')I; h<>u", 0', wh"'" n"'~'-"SSary, Ia)'­
ing "ffworkr< ~ntird,'.

All F."gli,h immigranl wil" 'mrk",l as a m"",n in
Slal~r<villc"lIlage in Ih" Iale IS~O' oh",r",<1 tI", prub·
lem.' that suc], .Iratcogie., 1'TI..,""\t...~llo w..,1<er<. "W"ges
i" colton fa""'ries: th~ Englishmall 1'I1lr:laimc'J, ·arc
getl;ng lower c~'l'r)' )~'ar "nJ ... a greall~"1 ",u,1 hE-'
I"k"" in g,••I, aoo pmvisi"", al high priE'" a"d il i,
""'e I" «'C a .<il,,"t u(~lar. a.' tl",,,' i' ""thing b\ltl~\l",r

ill "i""btioo, the nOk, "fwhich a", n"t "fu." w"elh
lhe 1"'1'"'" "" whicb pn'mi...,,; I" I~')' a,e n'f"()r<hl""
When" se,'.'" slump in e"tt,,,, pri~ .tr\l"k man,,·
faelu",,,, in 11l4~, Slaler and "th"" mill "wnc", sl"",,,,1
wage> by a, moch ,,' ~t) I",,,,enl. o,,~ ",Iil"eol''' De",,,·
eralic "ew,paperd""rie<.l this aeti'''', eharging. "An ar­
bitrary old Engli,hman h)' Ihe n"me "I' J"h" Slater.
own~r of the I'illage and factnri'" in Slaters"llle, he­

romillg in""",;cd at his help I('aving, .. "'-",Ia"ed thai
he would nC"cr l"'~' Ihcm lor what tlte1' had d,,,,c, un­
loss Ill<-')' coamo Mek 10 \\mk for bim,-"

Despite fluelualions in II", coll"\l-~,~>d, mar1<el
and the pe,iodic resiSlaltE-'C of work('rs to w'ge cuts
and h'rsh factOr)' ('Ondltions, J"hll Slatt'r "nd hi,
family prospered at Sbl~rs,·ille. Slater". wife, Ruth
B\K,klin. had ew,'e" "hildren, only fo,,' of "'hom Snr­

"i,'C<! into adulthood. The oldest son. John F", Sialer
(1~15-1884),a"i,l"d hi. father in the J",,,,,tt Cit)' a"d

HOJ'C"ille mills in Connecti('ut.'" William Smith Slate"
(1817-1882) livcd al Slaters"lIle and Prol'idc,tE-'C and

bec."", i""ol''Cd In til<-' family's banKIllg and manu­
facturing interests in Rhode Island:"

.Job" Slat,'r died at Slatcrsl'ille In 184:1 'nd soo"
after his 111'0 SOlIS form.....l a partne",hil', the.t. & 11'.

Sialer Coml",ny. Sh"nly hef"", hi, dealh. J"hn Slake
had leased Ibe Slate""'illc mill f"r len J'ea", I" hi.,
a"",nl Am'" D. Loekw,.od: wilh""tlhi, ",illt" ru".
William Smilh Slater dcmhxl his allcntio" to J:,.,nk.
ing "nd ",n'ing on <;<,,"]>O"'le l:>o,,,ds of Rhode Island
manuf"cturc". i" whi"h the family held large shares

""..,.Ll" M,1l No", n ..

""""'.,"11,lm!,",,,I.,.
"""p",",,,d No.' M'l!.
","I1'ud'" '" ,'" Wltk~,..""

be,,'"! '''IL' ... ' """1
,,_, ,.","" h,,,,,", ,",U,
",""in«! ",din! m><h"....

'pm 0' n! r" "'.~.." P'ng
""..h,.... 'oJ _, ",""" ,11 0'

..h ~h ""''', ,"'..... """ 'y '."y
'n"I'ot... rolton "" 'k , tor,
IOOnll, ",r...,"',,,,, ,..,

ofSlO('k. Allhe ,am(' li",(', John F".' Slaler """S ama's­
ing a t'Onsidc"'bIc limune i" r>orwioh, ConnC'CIH:,,1.
In 1849, Ihe brolhers "''-I"irt..1 Ihc' Slaten",il'" inler­
(',ts ofSamuci Slaters heirs a",1, when Ihe k",sc oftl",

locKWood "'I'i",d i" 1853, William Smith Slatt't as­
""'te~lthemana~eme"l"flhis enterprise.

U"dec the at'gi, "ftr.: J. & W. Slater Comp,ny. til<-'
aging faclory' bnildin~, we'e e,t('nsi,,,,I)' repaired and

the old m""hiner)' was di"'ardcod in tamr ofnew eard·
ing m""hin"•. spinning f",,,,rs, "",IIoo",s. A dc...·atlc

1"1(", the Slater nrm acquired tlte coHon mill oftlte
Fo""'ld,1e Manufa('lurillg COInl",ny, "oom ami'"



,;I",,,..IIH,,,,,,,,..,,,,' Ofo( •. T'" """iT< "''''''''''';''_1>
.....n,n ," .. p'''"'', """"",t'" "'"".... ,,,d b<~' '" "" ,n"
,,,nit, _ ....... '" ""', ,I,"""",,,,, P""'<""" '"R",~.

"",n 'h< '''" ,,,<to,, "., "'" 'h< m,ll .i".... """,,"."', ""
_to """"""Id H"""~,\ ""'''1

,Iown,tream from the Slato",,'ille factory. In addi­
tion. William S. Slater incorporated thc Slater Cot­
ton Com!"'ny in 1869. aCljlliring a factory propen)'
in Pa\\1ucket, and installing 20,000 spindl.. and
-l{i0 loom~. This cumpally employed abollt 350 work­
ers and ,pc",iali,..1in ,hirtings;'" Slatcr had a Irusted
,nperintendent, Win,or $colt Mown·, of P""·id,,nce.
manage tilis firm, while keeping its Ope"'dt;OII &el,orate
f",m the Slate",,·ille milL

·n..., \Inrk fo",e al Slatersville eh. ngL'C! "'"rkedl)' he·
t\\,\.,<,n18:10 "nd lB60, most notahly in the emplo:,mellt
of moro adults and fewer children. and ill the inerms­

ing ethnie mi.< of mill workers. This induded large
Ill\mbers of Irish and French Canadians-by lB7'2,

the \'illage's Catholic population was large enollgh 10
supporl a I',cish church-along with a range of Scot­
tish, English, and Mti,..,-horll New Engl.nders. The
supen'isor)" positions, from superintendent to o,,"r-

."-,,,e, ,yere filhl by men f"Hn New England families.
though stln", had immigraled from the British Isles.
SilIlilaril. nati,,,-oorll New Englanoces and British

Isle emigr'" d(Jn\inaled II", highly skilk<l positions of
mule ,pinner. dresser le,,,ler, and d)",. '11", spinne",.

carders, and wea,'ers were Ihe m"st ethnieall.,' diyer<c
and induded tIK, ",ajnnty of women who worked in
the Sialersyille milk Unlike the faelmic.s at I~,w­

.11. Mas,;aehnsetls, in which large numhe", "fsillglc

women toihL mo,t oflhe 'lUmen Slater hi ....<l ""'"
•ither the wiYe' or daughters of head.s oflHH,seholds
in the yillage's <'Omp"n)' houses, or widows boardin!';
with them;"

When th. brothers di,",~,wl Ihe J. & W. Slater
Compan)" in 187::'. William Smith Slakr retained <"n­
trol of the SI"lerSl'ille p"-"",,ty and p",.ichl o,'er ils
",ills. He left the dail)' management ofthe factor)' to

a superintendent, " prnctice his brother follo,,'~~1 in
Conn,,,,ticut.." SI"ter abo ,en..,d as presidellt of the
Proyiden~", & WOr<,,'Ster R"ilroad and the Rhode Is­

I"nd Loc."omoti", Works, while maimaining houses in
Providen"" and Slatersville. lie assumed the role of
gL'lltleman farmer, as h" rontinued to run the large
farm, gristmill, m\d sawmill that his father had oper­

al..1since 1806. Ahoul 184-~. Slater marei..l Harriet

,,,,.. Cott,," Com,,",
logo. 'y .cqo"iO.

"" ""j'''''''''''
."""~,,, ,,~ '''"'P'''1
In p,w,.,M, ,,_

(~,"".,"" ,nc",.",,"",
" ",,,,,,'.,,,,, ,ott""

(omP'-r·I·,,,tm """"
_II',lJ,,",' ,,,,,,,.,
.Oklo""", ''''''' ,', ,
"",....",""..,,'"
",,"",..,", ,,,, ....'">on
"'.0<' '0 """0"""'. H'
""""''','''''' Coo"'""......-",,,,,"

MOrl's \\~\ipplc. the- daughter of a promin"nl Pl'QI'i_
denc," anomey, and had four children who li,",,<1 into
adulthood. His one sou. John Whipple Slater (lij.i~­

1924-), was groomed whel1 he was a young man to

take 0\'Cr his t;nil"r's "lllerprises. This oc"urred in
1882, whell William Smilh Slater died sudocnly of a

stroke.'"
Presiding o"er the rompan)"; alfairs al SlaterS\'ille

and I'roviocnee for neaf'ly cighteen ymrs, John Whip­

ple Sbtcr beked the forceful pcrsouality of his f.lther
and waS, by all appearances, an abselllee milt O\'·ner.
His tenure \\'1\$ marred by hi.' own marilal proh­
lems, " mueh-publieized lawsuit i"itiatcd by a selling
"l,,,,,,t, and ,",yere lal~" unrest ill the village.'" 'l)"pi­

c"II)', f"r ,scl·eral ""cb e"ch spring ",Id summer, hc
r<"idc<l "t Slater-wille, where he !<",k lin the t"'Wings
of a cO\mtry "Iuire, surround..1by ..,n"nl•. hutlers,
and a "haunCur.'" ReI)'ing hea,·ily 'HI his Superinlen­
dent, Sbter nominally <n'L'",all' the operation of Ihe

1I\ill," In his business an"irs. he increasingly called
upon his more "apable eousin William Albert Slntec,
the son of John Fox Slaler, who eolllrolled hi, fami­

Iy's mills al Jewell City, Connectku\. Fa"ing a crum­
bling marriage and fillancial pressures, John W. Slater

eeded em\t"~ "f Slatersville to the newly organized
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CoadllSio.
When William A.. $;;'1.... soW the SIaI''''''''il)" 1""'I....n~'
in 1900. lhe Slater famil)' ......""-'<l. il< ...."IUI)··~

mn''''dion 10 the Jllad.:~I""""alk»'" lext;)" il1d,,-'II)·.

..10.<, ne.';,' lin )',,,,,, of il1lc'l;mlc~II"'lil""l",rations

"I Slale",'illc_
In 191~. Hool'l" sold t1>(, ,-illag~ 10 i"duwiali_'t

Ih'nry' P. Kend"n. who co",li"ucd 10 nm till., n,ill ....

b1r.ehc,,. and dyc p1"nl and c""pk'}-..~l"'''''I' ~"K) pee'
"",s. Kendan hin,1 Canadian_h"m A,lhu' Ilo.'"".,. a
H"",.."l ~h11e. 10 suroennlend the Sh,te..,·nll: op'

C""'l""'_ 1k.!J<' Sl,bs<"lllCTlth' pn:sKled ,n...... ""m." ..
imptO\·..n....nt. to the faol",,· and the ,-illa,o:e. o... ~.
im.......led in 11lI.· n'gioons hi,lory; K."..wl 51"'sht I"
"""'al"'" till'" rh,~1 """....d .... of !:>1at•...,,-il~." He
hired the p.~""udct-ba>rJ."'hll......u.-.l finn ofWil­
liam K. Walk...- &- Son 10 ~ign'" neo--Cuionialt""."

1>.111. "h"h " .... romplet~... in 1921. Thi5 finn abo
likl,' arri"d out a ""mbot-ofK"nd.ll.ill5]Ji rOO all<.n·

lions 10 ,he m.mrgo....•• """""" ,.,,,. the ,-iII.V P"""'­
This r=.olled in the addilion of """""""" hishl,- ,,....

""mmt..I ..""""nrl.:ing '*"""'15 10~ "'-i .......~

• nd main f.Indes. Ken<bll alsoen=dedaserirsel.-.

Colonial. "UJd-fraJJlO'h<:atso b ~and "t1il...

rolla'''''"''=n north oflhe~ He hired """""ned

Iandocape ardlil"" and plan.,.,.. "nhue A_ Sl'atrclifl"
10~ the 1.....,..lined st"""" and oIbot- p1anlinp for
Ihis """'.~ Illl:de-""".,,,,,"_.•

Kmdall maim:>ined oper:alions at S1atem-in.,

Ih....p. the 1!TJOo_"'t;'" most dillirull .......adu

for "'..... Endand". tenie inOO::sl;l)~.ndinlo I;'" De­
I"ftI'ion '"Canellhe \9:lOl- Ourinr; W..t<! War II. p""

."".......t .......t1l<tS t'M....n1~ tenilr mallll­

lacturinr; and lhr KmdalI Company" Sblon>-illr
finishi. p1anl .._ • prr:sIiplus .E-......~ lOr ib

.................nime produotioa.. Bq;lnninr; in the ...>1)­
1950>. .......peti..... from .....tbem ....1.,. .nd O'lW­

,...,. prod""",", inlensified. lcadillll: 10 IIII~ mill

rlo<oi11P in s.".. £nf;Iand. In 1955. Kendall Cor11paO)'

~ dtridod !hal it "-as no Ionvr fea>.iltle III

maintain I;'" S1aton>-illt planl. """,-inr: ito """""ions
III I\othone. Soulh Carolina. in the fall ,,( 19.';6." 'I'he

Kendall lim>. h:n-inr: sold ito ...aJ """'I~ and stat...•
huiIt I1<trtIo510 ,..rious iudi,i<hLa.!s, ert<\o,<l S\alP1'$>-nle·.

..... "". <'OIllf"l"l'I""'n_

W_ A. Slatt·, C",p"r:uion. ·11,i. ",-~,. C"'K'",,, i,wc."c~l

in a new "",,,-i"l; \)I<.~I. a,Ij;"",,1 '" ,h" 1~26 ,\\ill. 1"'­
spit. I;'" wlh,I;litr uf Ih~ 1c.<I;]. ,,,<JU"ry' i" Ih.: 1~'lO>.

Ihe Slal....',ill,· ''<>I>ce,n rcn,,\hK~l prrnl,,,l~," Uk,'

ot1><', N,·w En;;!:ln<IIc.'lilc "",,,,,f""IUn'1'S, h"",,,·o,.

,h" SIa'e' C""la,mlion f,,«'d incn",.i",J: ,,,"'petitio"

f"a" ...'11><= milb. Thi~ """\I""il;"", 001"1"",,,,10.,,1

1>:>- "'''''''I>''al''d''m. mmje ....lion goool•• '''''01"''''',j).
u"stable """0.00;1,·.....~ oonlinllall)' nimbro

and dnlf'l'<"d. M.""p,mcont al 51"'01'$";110: ~,drd
'0 I"""" Ih",.15 10 prvfilabili'l' like nit...... Nor'ht....n

p1'Ollun~ n.e rn<III""~' lob>I...'" " ...geo.laid offwork_

=..nd..,.,... "I' m''''hi'''....
Dcopil" lhe ,,-illing_ "I n",n."tp'fS III "",t"",

"1I&"".nd hoo.. ..-h"" collion~ R'm'""",I. rda­
lions bet"'"m S1.I"",,-ilko ....,~ and rnan,· of ,he

""""",,,drl..-rior.>lCd. A n-ritaJi>xd IraOr "ninn """...
rom" ""4'(IOI"Ied hr maO)'I'",,' f~II"",ilr• ..n.
..,., ""rt:N during the mid-lt'9Q!; a< uninn nwm........
,mip """" ,,-i!h;n the mule .pinn;,,& " ·i"& and
carding cnfu. At ShlenI>-ille and _....,.] cit...

in the rq;:ion. po>Iiliral and labor mil ita...,.,.,.."... Man_
~ in lum. <i\.", Ii..-d and hliM:kli<led lhe....-t lU"­

Oml lrado- unionise.. fora hriolhme in the ",,"or; of
IlI98. Slate..,-iUc<'aJII un:d lho:- n:ltion·. a1lefuion ,,'10m
.uperinlmdmt \\~Iliam P. lioIl Ii...... tn......l.""'~
li:lr 1lorIoqi. IOlhe Soriali>t Labor PaM" nn:. ....ion,

lollo....inr; the hms ela "'"" f-"l:bnd--ooidl- ..rikr
in ..t1id> .tr 5..000 l""lik- "....trn in the Illadr;-

d<Jne \"aIJoy f>IIl"inpolOd. """"...., "'ilh a~,,( raI­
lie< and rund",isns." l'otnl oocialist and ....Wl'qiA

Hla ~'"Bloor uao"..... f..... her Plliblddphia homf
10 r;i\'" anill~~ on behalfof the 51rik_
.,.... al a buO<lemwc drmotIslrlllion in S1attf'J\iJ~. 'The

5'ri.... rnded ..-ilh Itt<' tnap-i1",oltM 600 ""","",,,n_
pIo:.n1 al lh<- SIal•.,,,, il... mill mum;. III "..n and

""""",illl; the "'."r.an~·"oIk...... r<'kind lhe 10 pc1"­

""nl ..~ l'U1 fron, the rn""ious ~""r,"

]n 1900. not 1ortl: .1\", lite 51ri.... 0.1 5l:t1......·illr.

Ih., Slat.... fami'" ooId the .;Ibw: and mIll I'f'lII"'"Y
III Iloolon finanricr Jatnef K. 1-1",."". HOOJ"'I" ....

namtd lite ntln'pri5<- Ihe S1a1"""-iIl,,, Finishi..,; Com·

I"''''l''. and imn>ediat",,' .... k..l do:..."the mill. "f'l'r'l­
lion. H..do:n".i<h.d most ofl"" W....~...n M ill alai",,,

on'" the hl"""h<'ry·.nd d~.. """.... This ""'tnlC"llJ,i,OJ;
....uhed in a los< o(l\<l<\.... l.',O j"hs.nd hro"jI;:ht 10 a



10, Cank'''"'. ,"",,,,,, ,<;1""". 66.

n, I'rud,', L;.",iI,t,yl""".trl"I0,,1«. ''",

I~, Co""'1. -hol"',,,n "f h..l"",;,,1 C.,~,.,';"n: ,"0_

13, I\"rl,,~, M. 'n><.,,,. ,""110'''' .<;1"10' "",I ,ho O,lgI",'

<!II,~AIl",k"" Tr.rlU, 1,,,1""'1), !~'Il!-I~6U. (llha"", N,Y,:

<:"".11 lill;"''';')' I'"·,,. l~S '), '·H<("

n (;,,,,,,,01. -EI'(~'Ll;'"' of 100""",,1 C"l'itali,"",' :n~-

IC,. J\\'S. -0", 'Ihti~· 11"1,,,"....: ..1",«1,,,,, II ,,,Ii ",,,I

l.·vI'"" /1'1""" T, J '''''', '''''''. p. 0;:,1

16, ('""."J;" S. 1\'1,; t<'•.1I,",,,i"'1.'<,"""I"I",,.,, 11" fi,'!.""

'1'.-111I,,1011I' '\/""'1'''''''''''' (Pn;I,,<lcll~';'" "·1'.. ,tI;l6), ,(>6­

I(J;, ~HII. "1'<,"100 0.1' II... S!>',·", ","";tH,,,1 '" O1,,.ct "".

e,,"xl nR~'h:",,,~, 1.,,10 na' ;,,,·1",,," ",", ;mn,ig"'''L A",,"\<;

II>< lalil" S""P w", lIol."t j,>I\",\o.,.., 'I';""" loom ;n

I)""too. hn~I.,,,,1.In lsn, Ali," ;,;\,t;t>g"" bobbin I><~' in

• "",th"ml><'rl.,nd CWn" mill. john;IOI' I',>rI<,~1 hi, "'oY ni'

10, nmlt' 'pi"n<, ",,.j Ibcn Jll'"t"t,,1 ~;.,gbt>J in 1830. ",,,I;ng

in "h",k' 1,1. 'KI. wh,' '" 10" "',,,~,xl ;0 '"'" ,,ft he ~)"' ,., ",;II"

I" lS'H. J<JH';O'K' ""~',,I,o 1'.Ht.· I'ji]a~,·, :o:"W "...... la~_

;n~ "1,,,'1''' "ftl><, "~'o,, miil th., rn"llk~'<I,oor,N mu,lin

,klai"" m.,n"f"cltH,,1 i" Ihl' U"i'N S'alt~. Joh.,,,,,,, ,,'"

,he'n "PI.,i""xl "gt,..1"'Ih" I,'l;" 11",,,",,,y ~liIls. ~'hi<'b h,·

,I;"",xl f,um lR')!, "ntil hi, ,~." h ;" IS~. So" ,,;,01';' ,,"'J'
;11 ,n.. .v"".\;.n!' lI",,·.<, Serlemh", IOl. lS!IO,

1,.11',,,10.·,,,' "'-'I",n,,,, '0 ,he", ,1i;1."'" m"ll"ll;-om"

,d"",I,o 1"'M,,,m "''"'' in th,' mill. '" .dult won,,,,, 40;'­

I;'\<; '" fa,h,'''' ,,'n~~'lnl; ,he;, child ...," ("",, II", f;,,",,")'. '0

'''f)«:-",ak >I';~,,;. Th;, bt"', "(~i<.., """ C'"re in Ihc .n_

"·bdl,,m 1,,·,;'0:). I><n '"'" "lrl~e "".." ...,1 in Paw(,,,,kct ;n

'"~~. I' ;" <)(It ek·;". I><""~',,,. ;fwo,,,",,,,"' Slale" mill "·~n.'

"'li"" 1"'"''';1''''''' In th,' l'awtndc' ,'ill•....., 'lTI~< "f ISH.

So" Ga.)' Kulik 'I~,w,",'k"t 1';11,,<;" ""d ,,," S' "~" "f ISH

11~· O,IjL:I", of ct.", C,..,fliet in Rho><l<· ,," ..",: /I",li".1

Hi""'1/ /I"'i""'17 (Sprin,l; 1~,8): 5-.n ",~I '11.'10."...<;'<11"",1

slul«. IS4-lG. ~:"'-H.

I~. Am"ng 11>< 5<,1001;", of 'c,<,;I,,,, ,,,,I "."i.'· ;"du"ri.l_

'"".l;"')· K"I;k ",wi Jo"",h,m P,,,d,' ",,"" ,Ik'd."n"",;'" "f

d.," ","ll~'1 ;" "", 0,;11, ofSI.,,,,, .00 ,b" I'"",id<'"",' m,'l'

,'h.nt.•. lla,h'rJ H '1',,,",,,,,. '"' ,bo, oIbo', halKl. bi,o;hli~h"

Il,e ,h"n',j ""huml ",.1 ,diK'." \'ah"", tied to I"'tr;arcl,..-,

["mil." ••"..1 ;,,,tl>OOt.,·. which ,I><, 01";",, 1_-n"i",,1 SIa,..,.,

",'Ii.."", ,", "h;ld ",wi [;o"il}'I."." t" ,"p,,,~1 wllh little con_

n~" ",11;1 Lh,' lB:W•. wl><'n I.rgt","",alc fact"')' r"od"<1;"".

",t ...,,,,,, ",.r\;"t """1"";""'" ;Oo~1 "" ;, ..........,;o~Iy 1"'''''.­

",'n' .uuh fa,",,,,..- 1"1><,, fo,,,,, "iil'>'xl ,I.' .~I;,IC,. ,.,'>,e,o

j."~,, C'H,r"l', I"orl< On AI",)'. Bmw... ","I SI,,"'e. """'Il"
"."Ik', ,h.,n ,h<'St' ,~bt.,. ",I><.a"•.'lt~'''''' moddle "",",' be­

II",", ,h",'I.""·,,,nfll,·, ",.1 ....-;',_eLl I'ltC',,1 ".., '<"",,, -',~..I"

"1, <>i ead)' ind,,""al capllali"". Sec Kulik, "E"~"IKm of

10"1",,,;.1 Ca,M,.,IL,",: "'I"-";,,II}' 1~,1-212: l'rud~. G"ni,,/:

41",/o""riuIOnl". mapl"'" 5 a,~1 ~. 26(}-';:1, '1\><"",•.>",,,­
IIrI .'1/'11,,". ~1-2S. ("hapk' fi. ;md 11ol-:lH .",1 ~50-59. f",.

,~'tl(.I1';'of Co"""I", al~,I.,~;s. s<~. hi; "C<melo,;,m" in "E.·o­

'''''''0 ofl,,,I,,,,,;.I C'pl",I"m."

I!J. C()Ilr",I, -hul"';,,,. "f I,.1",,,..1(".ph"I;,,,,: 11 '-11.

~o, lbi<1.. HH-5'l. '11., Sn,.'.')''''''''''' ;" P",,'Io.,Io., 01""­

al,,-I sl.-..-"d~'.lIy ,,", ",;,,, 1;",'t,,111""1, l''''''h~'d bl' ;1111\."

;0,,1 Il",w ... s,,"I"Il" fm'" B'O"'" lin;",,,,,), ;n;lt'.'hxl

th,' f"eI'~' ,'hikl,,·., ill ,,·,Jinx. wri'in~. "'1<1. ,,''v 1; ..,1.". ;n

"~.,,,I ",,,,I,,.... SI.,tcr", I"'m~";,,,, of S"nda~' .<cboo., un_

,~",h'edly 1'." Inlluent"C'tl bl' h;, Co'p"""""'" wilh ,i",ila,

!)col»';'),;", ,",(;1<11;"", <:.,,"I.i,l\<xl \>I' j<,ii,H.,h Slrull. So"

Jl. I'nJ<k. C,,,"I"X'ifm<ill'I,11I1 0"1,,. oI~'-J~. N,

n. Sla"', """ main'ained. iiH",\Clal In"·...~l in ~ (;'C­

'0'),.1 Fllohhu'll. ~I,..sa('hu""L',

n, C"nr.d. "t;,""I;'." of 1o"1'"lfi"Il"'I';t,,h,m." 19',·

1,1. 1\'.1"", Nob;k,,,.. '/11, ",..I"r9 ,if .\",,,,1, .~mi'hfidd

~<;o,,,,,,,w<,,'h. 1'.11.; ",.", En~I,,,tI II;>!",)· p"",,- l~'b").

';"-(,1. :o:,·oi""'" histo.y of :-;,>111, Sm;,hlicld, lH,\~"ht" '"

I_ITt "f,be nation', mcen"'nnlal <...ldl"'t;"',. ".'I",~·, ,,'<II·

,k><,umcnlt~1 and ,',(,'n,I,,, "','0",,1 on sl"lo"SI·;llc.

";,. (an",,,",- .'><,110,,,1Sial,',. 1'):;-t06,

"fi. ,In i",p"~"'<l ",ad Iha' """,,<t,,1 SI;",.,.,,'il~· 10

th,' 1l<",~I",_I'",,·i<k·nt'" 'I\"npl~,' w", ;n;tialed ;n 1~~1
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